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After!enduring!contempt!and!disdainful!remarks!from!the!boys!at!the!
o#!!ce!concerning!the!power!and!credibility!of!my!sensible!and!e#!!cient!
family!saloon,!I!am!beginning!to!feel!a!desperation!that!not!even!my!
hand-made!Trickers!Sloane!tassle!loafers!can!detract!from.

I!hide!my!growing!shame!as!best!I!can!but!begin!to!feel!certain!that!my!
colleagues!and!clients!can!see!right!through!me!and!require!a!gesture!
from!me!that!will!reassure!them!of!the!veracity!of!my!masculinity.

Maudlin,! I! grow! immune! to! my! wife's! attempts! at! consolation! and!
begin!to!suspect!that!she!is!having!an!a"!air.

Further! withdrawn,! the! ®!nal! straw! comes! when,! at! my! monthly!
performance!review,!my!CEO!expresses!doubt!about!my!commitment!
to!being!a!̀ team-player'.!I!decide!enough!is!enough!and!take!a!half-day,!
having!accrued!a!fair!amount!of!leave.

 ! e!dealer!shows!me!a!car!with!a!bonnet!so!long!and!muscular!that!
looking!down!it!from!behind!the!steering!wheel!gives!me!a!sensation!
that!I!have!felt!only!once!before!±!standing!at!the!foot!of!the!Empire!
State!Building,!looking!up.! ! is!is!all!the!assurance!I!need!and!I!drive!
the!car!home,!pleased!with!myself!and!certain!that!I!will!®!nally!be!one!
of!the!boys.

Image!by!Rob!Bohne



My!toes!are!like!women
And!I!love!my!toes

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that
 ! ey!walk!with!me

In!good!times!and!in!bad
Living!life!in!balance

A!part!of!me!yet!distant
Practical!yet!sorta!funny!looking

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that
 ! ey!have!a!hard!outer!shell
Covering!a!sensitive!inside
Covering!a!rock!solid!core.

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that
I!adore!them
All!of!them

Be!they!stubby!or!bent
Gangly!or!fat.

I!adore!them!as!long!as!they're!mine.

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that!
 ! ey!demand!care

 ! ey!are!
(bath!taking

Nail!painting
Rarely!breaking

Cuticled)!
Friends.

Who!get!clipped!when!they!grow!
too!far.!

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that
Some!of!them!have!long!hair

And!some!of!them!don't
But!none!let!me!shave!them

Not!that!I!want!to!but!the!option!
would!be!nice.

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that
When!they!get!stepped!on!it!

hurts!me!too
Usually!a!lot

If!I'm!not!wearing!shoes.

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that
 ! e!world!is!the!Taliban

Demanding!they!be!covered
Except!in!the!most!intimate!of!

settings
When!the!closest!of!kin!look!

upon!them
To!love!them

And!adore!them
 ! ough!still!treating!them!

relatively!bad
 ! ey!must!be!covered!up!before!

leaving!the!house
Because!proper!toes!never!show!

their!skin!outdoors
It!would!be!immodest,!appalling

And!would!probably!end!in!a!
public!stubbing.

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that!
I!have!ten!of!them

 ! at's!not!true
I!was!just!being!silly
Well!I!have!ten!toes

But!ten!women?
 ! at's!silly.

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that
 ! ey!wriggle!and!squirm!when!I!

touch!them
But!I!only!touch!mine
And!you!touch!yours

And!I!don't!touch!yours
And!if!you!touched!mine

We'd!probably!®!ght!
Unless!we're!very!close!in!which!

case!we!touch!each!other's!
equally.

Understand?!Equally.
If!we!have!a!deal,!great,!but!I!go!®!rst.

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that!
 ! ey!never!leave!you

Oh!wait,!that's!a!di"!erent!poem.
About!the!many!di"!erences!

between!women!and!toes
Such!as!how!women,!unlike!toes,!
generally!have!toes!of!their!own

But!that's!a!di"!erent!poem.

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that!
If!I'm!not!careful

 ! ey!dig!their!nails!under!my!
skin

Causing!me!pain
So!much!pain
So!much!pain
So!much!pain
So!much!pain

 ! at!I!cut!them!free!with!a!knife
And!soak!them!in!salt!water

Cursing!them
Hoping!I!don't!have!an!infection

Wondering!how!I!let!it!get!this!
bad

Promising!I'll!take!better!care
Regretting!their!existence

Pondering!how!evolution!has!let!
me!down!so!horribly

Screaming!
Crying

Complaining
And!knowing,!ever!knowing,!

always!knowing!that!it's!my!own!
damn!fault.

Yet!still!cursing!them.

My!toes!are!like!women!in!that
Women!love!my!toes.

And
 ! ough!we!®!ght
I!love!them!too.
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Above! all! I! consider! myself! an!
English! Gentleman;! well! I'm!
not! English! as! such,! but! the!
gentlemanly! nature! pervades!
nonetheless.! Being! the! English!
Gentleman! that! I! am,! I! have!
always! prided! myself! upon! my!
appearance,! my! attitude! and!
most! keenly! upon! my! politeness!
and! pleasantness.! My! sense! of!
common!decency!frequently!leads!
to! compliments! and! kind! words!
from!strangers!and!acquaintances!
alike.! I! am! often! held! in! high!
regard! by! those! who! know!
me! and! those! who! don't.!  ! is!
cordiality! and! accustom! to! form!
is! sometimes! seen! as! outdated,!
or!even!redundant!in!the!modern!
age! of! iPods! and! instant! co"!ee.!
But! I! persevere!nonetheless,! as! I!
am!and!always!will!be!an!English!
Gentleman.!

She! was! a! charming! girl! at! ®!rst.!

I! can!honestly!say! I!never!met!a!
young!lady!like!her,!she!was!quite!
wonderful.!  ! e! sort! of! girl! not!
shown! on! the! silver! screen! but!
equally! as! ®!ne! in! character.! She!
had! a! pierced! lip,! !̄at! black! hair,!
and! carried! herself! with! a! merry!
but! weighty! gait.! It! wasn't! long!
before!I!found!myself!pulling!out!
her! chair! and! ordering! a! chilled!
glass!of!white.!

Within! a! few! meetings! our!
relationship! ripened.! One! can!
call! it! love,! desire,! longing,! lust,!
but! words! cannot! contain! the!
overwhelming! bolt! of! passion! I!
felt! whenever! in! her! presence.!
Soon!I!found!I!lived!only!to!please!
her.! Her! slightest! whim! became!
my!very!essence.!

Our! ®!rst! night! truly! together!
though!took!an!unforeseen!turn.!In!
the!throws!of!ardour!and!fervour!



she! asked! of! me,! well! she! asked!
me! to!call!her!by!a! rather!vulgar!
name.! In! most! cases! were! this!
request!to!be!made!I!assure!you!I!
would!bid!my!lady!goodnight!and!
shan't! consider! a! future! meeting!
desirable! in! any! case.! But! in! the!
moment!of!private!ecstasy!a!man!
can! be! swayed! to! do! and! say!
things! quite! out! of! character.! So!
I,!and!I!am!ashamed!to!admit!but!
feel!honesty!of!greater!worth!than!
pride,!declared!she!was!my!`bitch',!
and! told! her! to,! `take! it'.! It! was,!
su#!!ce!to!say,!uncomfortable.

 ! ese! eccentricities! were! just!
about! bearable! behind! closed!
doors,! but! slowly! they! began! to!
spill! into!our!daily! lives.!I!was!to!
demand!all!I!should!have!wished!
of!her.!I!aggressively!took!to!men!
that! she! once! called! friends,! I!
forced!her!in!when!she!asked!to!be!

out,!I!made!her!do!quite!atrocious!
things.!I!would!never!act! in!such!
a! boorish! fashion! had! my! zeal!
and! her! beauty! not! left! me! so!
enraptured.!

But!then!it!got!to!the!stage!where!
I!was!made!to!throw!her!over!the!
dinner! table!and! ruin!a!perfectly!
®!ne! shepherd's! pie.! She! was! a!
lovely! and! most! becoming! lady,!
but! when! she! asked! me! to! treat!
her!as!butcher's!meat! I! just,!well!
I! ashamedly! tried! my! best,! but!
it! all! became! far! too! distressing.!
Inevitably!it!came!to!a!head!over!
the! spoiled! meal,! and! I! noted!
down! the! rather! vicious! words!
exchanged:

My! darling,! I! simply! cannot!
continue! with! this.! Do! you! not!
®!nd! it! at! all! degrading?! Why!
do!you!wish!me! to! treat! you!so?!

You! are! a! beautiful,! intelligent,!
wonderful! woman,! why! do! you!
want!me!to-

Because!I!enjoy!it.

But!it!is!so,!ungainly.!It!is!not!right!
for!me!as!a!gentleman!and!a!man.!
I!should!respect!my!lady.

Why!do!you!always!make!this!so!
hard?!Look!dear,!I!like!you,!but!I!
need!passion.!And!I!need!someone!
to!treat!me!like!his!own.!I!like!that.!
Don't!you!get!it?

But.!It's!so.!It's!so,!sexist.

What?! It's! not! bloody! sexist.! So!
what! if! I! want! to! be! taken! and!
fucked! and! dominated.! Doesn't!
mean! you! should! go! around!
treating! every! woman! like! that.!
What's! wrong! with! you?! I! like!

a!bit! of!a!wild! time,! I! like! to!be!
possessed! a! bit.! Doesn't! mean!
every!woman!does.!We're!not!all!
the!same.!

I!didn't!say!you!were.

It's!sexist!of!you!to!think!women!
should! all! prescribe! to! the! same!
rules.!Can't!you!be!a!man!and!just!
take! me?! Stop! being! so! whiney!
about! it! all! and! grow! a! pair.!
It's! sexist! not! to! treat! people! as!
individuals,!so!I!can!want!what!I!
want!when!I!want.!And!I!want!a!
man!not!some!whiney!little!boy.

I!am!an!English!Gentleman,!with!
the! highest! respect! for! my! lady.!
Yet!she!accuses!me!of!being!sexist!
when! I! am! anything! but.! If! you!
ask!me,!we!need!a!greater!level!of!
political!correctness!in!this!society!
before!it!goes!to!the!whores.
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It!goes!by!the!street!name!̀ booze',!
but!alcohol,!which!can!be!bought!
in!shops,!is!causing!serious!health!
problems.

Growing! numbers! of! teenagers,!
young!people,!middle-aged!people!
and! old! people! are! receiving!
medical! treatment! after! being!
harmed!by! the! legal! drug!which!
has! become! increasing! popular!
over!the!past!10,000!years.

Users! of! alcohol! are! su"!ering!
headaches,! nausea,! unwanted!
children,! chronic! liver! disease,!
itchy! cocks!and!desires!`never! to!
drink!again,!not!after! last!night'.!
Some! have! had! such! a! strong!
reaction! to! the! drug! that! they!
have! fallen! over! in! the! street!
and!cracked!their!head!open!and!
nearly!died!and! there!was!blood!
like!everywhere!but!the!dickheads!

in!casualty!didn't!care!and!we!was!
waiting! for! like! 8! hours! and! he!
could!like!totally!have!died!but!he!
didn't!and!they're!lucky!he!didn't!
`cos! we! could! have! like! totally!
sued!them!`cos!my!friends! like!a!
lawyer!and!stu"!.

 ! e!drug!±!also!known!as!ªdrinkº!
or! ªhoochº! ±! is! causing! concern!
to! NHS! sta"!,! drug! workers! and!
the!police,!who!are!all!powerless!
to!control!it!because!of!its!legality.!
It!comes!in!pudding,!chocolate!or!
liquid!form!and!is!marketed!as!a!
way!to!have!fun!and!be!sociable,!
often!via!the!television.

Alcohol! sparked! concern! in!
November! when! it! was! linked!
to!the!death!of!25-year-old!male!
Paddy! Arsehole! in! Brighton,!
although!police!later!said!he!died!
from!pretending!to!be!batman!and!



then!falling!o"!!some!sca"!olding.

In!York,!the!city's!main!hospital!is!
experiencing!a!rise!in!the!number!
of!A&E!admissions!linked!to!the!
drug.!Most!were!teenagers!or!those!
in! their! early!20s!who!had!been!
to! a! nightclub.!  ! eir! symptoms!
included! vomiting,! falling! over,!
sleeping!on!the!kerb!and!®!ghting.!
A! local! police! o#!!cer! said! some!
users!of! the!drug!had!needed! to!
urinate!in!shop!doorways.

Aggression! is! another! of! the!
drug's!potential!side-e"!ects.!ªWe!
have! had! o#!!cers! assaulted! by!
people! high! on! alcohol! and! two!
people! have! tripped! over! their!
own! feet! in! the!street.! ! is!drug!
is! becoming! more! prevalentº,!
said! Inspector! Dave! Gussetstain!
of! Durham! Police.! ªAnother!
local!man!took!12!hours!to!come!
down!from!his!alcohol!high!and!
was!then!still!seriously!a!little!bit!

under! the! weather! afterwardsº,!
Gussetstain!added.

In! West! Yorkshire,! police! have!
warned! that! alcohol! is! proving!
popular!among!14!to!25-year-olds!
and!that!it!could!lead!to!a!loss!of!
youngsters'!virginities.!Last!week!
a! 15-year-old! schoolgirl! fell! o"!!
a!park!bench! in!Fingerington! in!
the!East!Riding!of!Yorkshire!after!
taking! a! dose! of! a! cheap! strain!
called! ªWhite! Lighteningº! and!
was!taken!to!hospital.

In!Dundee,!®!ve!users!experienced!
non-fatal! overdoses! during! one!
weekend! alone.! Dundee! drugs!
worker!Gary!Bellend!said!the!city!
was! ªawashº! with! the! substance,!
which!locals!call!ªbreakfastº.!

Harry!Ballsack,!the!chief!executive!
of! alcohol! charity! Killjoy,! said!
that! the! rapidly! rising! number!
of! `pub'! vendors!of! the!drug!was!

playing!a!key!role!in!its!booming!
popularity.!ª ! e!ease!with!which!
people! can! buy! alcohol! and! the!
speed!at!which!it!appears!to!have!
grown!since! the!dawn!of!human!
civilisation! is! clearly! a! concern,º!
he!said.

 ! e! Advisory! Council! on!
Your! Weekend! (ACYW),!
the! government's! advisers! on!
enjoyable! substances,! wrote!
to! the! home! secretary,! Alan!
Nobcheese,! last! month! warning!
that! while! the! potential! harms!
of! alcohol! ªwere! still! unknownº,!
they! ªcould! have! serious! public!
health!implicationsº.! ! ey!added!
ªcome!on!then!you!bastards,!we'll!
`ave!yaº!before!swinging!their!®!sts!
wildly!through!the!air!and!falling!
over!a!wall.

Professor! Larry! Chirrhosis,! the!
ACYW's! chairman,! said! it! was!
taking!urgent!action!over!alcohol!

because! of! members'! concern!
about!its!spread.!ªIt!was!really!bad!
last! weekend,! I! don't! remember!
much!of! itº!he!said.! ! e!ACYW!
plans!to!hold!ªhardcore!evidence!
sessionsº! to! try! to!®!nd!out!more!
about! the! scale! of! the! use! of!
alcohol!and!the!harms!associated!
with! it.!  ! e! sessions! will! start!
on! Friday! lunchtimes! and! last!
until! the!early!hours!of!Saturday!
mornings.

 ! e!ACYW!is!expected!to!advise!
Nobcheese! to! make! alcohol!
illegal!under!the!Misuse!of!Drugs!
Act.!But!dealers!have!told!Killjoy!
that! even! if! that! happens,! other!
substances! which! are! chemically!
similar! but! di"!erent! enough! to!
remain! legal! would! emerge.!  ! e!
ACYW!has!told!Nobcheese!that!
other! ethanol! derivatives! similar!
to! alcohol! are! already! widely!
available,!namely!`Paint!Stripper'!
and!`White!Spirit'.
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I!wanted!just!the!quickest!glace,
So!down!and!up!I!took!my!chance
But!your!boobs!put!me!in!trance.

I!really!didn't!mean!to!stare,
But!even!mountains!don't!compare
To!those!breasts!right!there!and!fair!is!fair.

Just!sitting!where,!they!call!to!me.
And!`cause!I!know!a!peak!is!free
My!eyes!go!on!a!watching!spree.

To!my!eyes,!your!tits!enthral
It!can't!be!stopped,!it's!nature's!call
 ! e!force!that!drives!the!scrotal!ball.

 ! e!top,!the!side,!the!cavity.
To!cover!them's!depravity.
It's!strong,!this!boob!to!pupil!gravity.

Your!boobies!are!so!®!rm!and!plump
I!like!the!jiggle!when!you!jump
(And!though!right!now!you're!walking!away)
I!feel!the!same!way!`bout!your!rump.



 ! e! picture! I! send! (left)! is! supposed! to! be!
opened!to!various!interpretation.!Mine!is!only!
one!among!others.!I!thought!it!could!go!with!
`sexism'!because!there!is!a!man!looking!like!a!
con®!dent! manager! who! is! clumsily! wearing!
huge! middle-heel-o#!!ce-woman-shoes.! For!
me!is!a!sort!of!nonsense!joke!about!what!is!`on!
top'!and!what!is!`underneath',!who!is!con®!dent!
and! who! is! not,! who! is! big,! who! is! small....!
and!obviously!I! just!enjoy!making!fun!of! the!
con®!dent!business!man.



I've!always!been!a!liberal!guy,!yet!
until!recently!I!was!quite!strongly!
anti-feminist.! ! e! truth! is! this! is!
not!unusual;!there!simply!are!not!
that!many!male!feminists.!So!why!
is!this!the!case?

I!certainly!don't!think!that!I!was,!
or!that!most!men!are,!misogynistic,!
at! least! not! intentionally! so.! If!
you! had! asked! me! I! would! have!
told! you! that! both! sexes! ought!
to!be! treated!equally.!However,! I!
would!also!have!told!you!that!the!
problem!of!unequal!treatment!had!
been!largely!solved.

Furthermore,!my!ideas!of!feminists!
were!of!women!who!thought!that!
they! were! better! than! men,! or!
who! wanted! things! both! ways;!
to!be!considered!equal,!yet!given!
preferential!treatment.!

Although! shockingly! wrong! on!
both! counts,! I! believe! this! view!

to!be!considerably!widespread.!So!
it! seems! that! many! men! are! not!
feminists!because!until!and!unless!
they! challenge! the! stereotype! of!
feminism!they!will!reject!it.

How! can! such! an! absurd! view!
survive?! Firstly! I! believe! that!
this! negative! stereotype! prompts!
people! to! ®!lter! out! evidence!
that! would! support! feminism.!
For! example,! look! at! almost! all!
prestigious!professions!(barristers,!
surgeons,! chief! executives)!
and! you! will! see! that! men! are!
decidedly! over-represented.! But!
if! you! believe! that! the! problems!
of! unequal! treatment! have! been!
solved,! it! is! very! easy! to! accept!
that!these!imbalances!will!just!go!
away!in!time,!or!that!women!could!
enter!these!professions!but!simply!
don't!want!to.

In!either!case,! there! is!no! reason!
for! you! to! worry! about! the!



subtle! if! you! do! not! experience!
them! directly.! An! example!
from! personal! experience! is! in!
order! here.! I! was! prompted! to!
consider,! and! soon! to! adopt,!
feminism! after! a! conversation!
with!a!female!student!in!my!®!rst!
term!at!university.!She!happened!
to! mention! that! she! found! it!!!!!!!!
scary!to!walk!the!streets!at!night.!
I! wasn't! sympathetic! and! I! told!
her! she!was!being!paranoid!and!
that!nothing!was!going!to!happen!
to!her.

It!is!crucially!important!that!you!
understand!that!I!was!absolutely!
con®!dent! in! this! statement.!
To! me,! women! hardly! ever! got!
harassed!to!the!extent!that!it!was!
not!something!to!worry!about,!just!
as!you!don't!need!to!worry!about!
plane! crashes,! lightning! strikes,!
or!axe!murderers.!Of!course!you!
know,!and!I!soon!found!out,!that!
this!is!de®!nitely!not!the!case.

My! friend! looked! right! at!
me! and! relayed! a! long! list! of!
horrifying! personal! experiences:!
twenty-something!total!strangers!
persistently! asking! her! out!
since! she! was! fourteen.! A! man!
following! her! home! so! that! she!
had!to!walk!around!the!block!so!
he!wouldn't!know!where!she!lived.!
Lewd!comments.!Never!knowing!
whether! any! of! this! would!
progress!to!something!worse!and!
so!always!worrying!that!it!might.!
And! all! of! this! happening! on! a!
roughly!weekly!basis.

I!can!honestly!tell!you!that!I!have!
never!been!so!shocked!before,!or!
since.!Because!as!a!male! I!never!
see!this!happening,!let!alone!have!
I! had! anything! remotely! similar!
happen!to!me.! I!can!barely!even!
begin! to! imagine! what! it! must!
feel! like!and! I!won't!even! try! to!
describe!it!here.! ! e!point!is!that!
this! experience,! which! is! to! me!

an! incontrovertible! reason! to! be!
a!feminist,!is!not!available!to!any!
man,!unless!he!is!told!about!it.

As!soon! I!was! told,! the!shutters!
came! up.! Feminism! was!
something! that! made! sense! and!
was!probably!right.!I!slowly!came!
to! grips! with! the! huge! array! of!
gender! prejudices! which! subtly!
hold! women! back.! I! was! ®!lled!
with!angry!questions:!Why!aren't!
there! more! women! MPs?! Why!
are!girls!given!dolls!and!boys!toy!
swords?!Why!does!my!university!
pool!club!have!a!separate!women's!
competition?! Why! is! so! much!
advertising! comprised! of! soft!
pornography?

So,! few! men! are! feminists!
because! men! don't! have! access!
to! the! experiences! that! would!
cause!them!to!become!feminists.!
 ! erefore! raising! awareness! is!
the!way!to!go.!But!how!to!put!the!

imbalance! or! act! to! change! it! in!
any!way.! ! e!evidence!has!not!led!
you!to!feminism!because!you!have!
pulled!down!a!mental!shutter;!you!
are!not!giving!it!a!fair!hearing.

Why! is! it! so! easy! to! accept! the!
conclusion!that!there!is!no!sexism!
anymore?! I! believe! it! is! because!
sexism! is!now!much! less!obvious!
than! it!once!was.! If!women!were!
denied! the! vote,! or! were! openly!
paid! less! than! men,! we! would!
easily! see! that! something! was!
badly!wrong.!But!today!women!are!
legally!protected!from!both!these!
injustices.! Pay! discrimination!
today!is!both!less!pronounced!than!
it!once!was,!and!far!harder!to!prove!
to! be! occurring.! It! is! therefore!
very!easy!to!ignore;!point!out!the!
pay!gap!to!someone,!and!they!will!
likely! tell! you!ªoh,! that's!because!
they!take!time!out!for!childcareº.

Social! prejudices! are! even! more!



An interesting fact about George Mason: he once cross dressed as a woman 
for a week, so that he could experience transphobia ® rsthand. He used to 
come back from his one-on-one tutorials in philosophy with venerable old 
Oxford deans looking extremely embarrassed, yet resolutely idealistic.

-Alice!Tichborne,!Commissioning-Editor-at-Large

harassment! will! be! an! extremely!
di#!!cult!process,!and!it!will!perhaps!
be! impossible! to! completely!
eradicate! the! problem.! Given!
this,! the! only! way! for! women! to!
live!is!to!®!nd!some!way!of!putting!
up!with! it.!No!one!can!be!angry!
all! the! time! and! human! beings!
are! capable! of! putting! up! with!
seemingly!intolerable!burdens.

But!I!think!many!cases!go!beyond!
this.! I! have! spoken! with! women!
who! just! do! not! seem! to! think!
of! harassment! as! a! problem,! or!
if! they! do! are! completely! and!
almost! cheerfully! resigned! to!
it.! I! was! arguing! with! someone!
about!feminism!and!I!told!her!the!
story!of!my!friend!having!to!walk!
around!the!block!because!she!was!
being! followed.! ªOh! yeah,! that's!
happened! to! me,º! she! said,! the!
implication!being!ªso!what?º.

I! spoke! to! another! girl! I!

knew! about! harassment! and!
she! admitted! that! she! also!
experienced! it! often,! and! then!
remarked! ªI! think! it's! just!
because!we're!young!thoughº,!as!
if!this!could!excuse!it.

I! am! sure! that! this! acceptance!
is! something! that! must! be!
challenged! if! feminism! is! to!
continue! to! make! progress.!
Firstly! because! women! must!
cease!to!accept!inferior!treatment!
before! they! become! feminists,!
and!secondly!because!they!must!
talk!out!about! this! treatment! if!
men!are! to!become!aware!of! it,!
and! then! to! become! feminists!
themselves.! ! is!can!be!attempted!

through!protest!and!grass-roots!
action,!but!a!crucial!component!
is! simply! individual! feminists!
convincing! other! individuals!
one!by!one.! ! is!can!be!done!by!
kicking!up!a!good!fuss!whenever!
harassment!occurs,!showing!that!
it!does!happen!and!is!not!okay.

Feminism! has! achieved! a! lot!
but! we! have! not! yet! reached!
equality.! If! we! are! to! continue!
to!make!progress!we!must!®!ght!
hard! to! highlight! injustices! at!
every!opportunity,!our! reactions!
must!be!as!large!as!the!problems!
themselves.! If! women! appear!
to!accept!unequal! treatment!we!
may!never!be!able!to!end!it.

case! forward! forcefully! enough?!
A! statistic! about! the! levels! of!
harassment! may! well! fail! to! do!
the! trick;! much! more! e"!ective!
is! a! confrontational,! attention!
seizing!e"!ort.

 ! e!crux!of!the!issue!is!that!things!
as!they!now!stand!are!utterly!and!
completely! unacceptable.! I! took!
it! for! granted! that! I! could! walk!
where! I! liked,! when! I! liked! and!
be!safe.! I! feel!able!do!so!without!
taking! any! precautions.! Most!
importantly! I! would! be! simply!
livid!if!this!ceased!to!be!the!case.!
I!expect!the!vast!majority!of!men!
are!in!the!same!situation.!Because!
of!this!I!have!found!it!astonishing!
that! many! women! seem! willing!
to! put! up! with! the! despicable!
treatment!they!receive.

On! the! one! hand! I! can! see! why!
this! is! the!case.!Sadly!nothing! is!
going! to! change!quickly.!Ending!
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Men!need!to!be!inhaled!lovingly,!like!smoke
from!a!cigarette,!or!greedily!like!coke.

Held!close,!in!two!hands,!like!a!mug!of!hot!tea,
Sculpted,!!̄at-palmed,!like!sand!wet!from!the!sea.

Women!are!beautiful!in!marble,!sure,
or!poems,!or!magazines,!or!sprawling!on!the!!̄oor.

But!all!those!incantations,!like!endless!shopping!lists,
the!in®!nite!expressed!in!the!exact!tilt!of!her!hips.

Men,!after!all,!make!a!better!muse:
Love!is!the!need!to!suck,!lap!up,!subsume.



Fitter,!happier,!more!productive
comfortable
not!drinking!too!much
regular!exercise!at!the!gym
(3!days!a!week)
getting!on!better!with!your!associate!employee!contemporaries
at!ease!
eating!well
(no!more!microwave!dinners!and!saturated!fats)
a!patient!better!driver
a!safer!car
(baby!smiling!in!back!seat)
sleeping!well
(no!bad!dreams)
no!paranoia
careful!to!all!animals
(never!washing!spiders!down!the!plug!hole)
keep!in!contact!with!old!friends
(enjoy!a!drink!now!and!then)
will!frequently!check!credit!at
(moral)!bank!(hole!in!the!wall)
favours!for!favours
fond!but!not!in!love
charity!standing!orders
on!Sundays!ring!road!supermarket
(no!killing!moths!or!putting!boiling!water!on!the!ants)
car!wash
(also!on!Sundays)
no!longer!afraid!of!the!dark!or!midday!shadows
nothing!so!ridiculously!teenage!and!desperate
nothing!so!childish!-!at!a!better!pace
slower!and!more!calculated
no!chance!of!escape
now!self-employed
concerned!(but!powerless)
an!empowered!and!informed!member!of!society
(pragmatism!not!idealism)
will!not!cry!in!public
less!chance!of!illness
tires!that!grip!in!the!wet
(shot!of!baby!strapped!in!back!seat)
a!good!memory
still!cries!at!a!good!®!lm
still!kisses!with!saliva
no!longer!empty!and!frantic
like!a!cat
tied!to!a!stick
that's!driven!into
frozen!winter!shit
(the!ability!to!laugh!at!weakness)
calm
®!tter
healthier!and!more!productive
a!pig
in!a!cage
on!antibiotics.
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